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According to Webster’' s the “dog
days of summer” are aperiod of
stagnation or inactivity. You'd
never know that from looking at
the mural MonmouthCares
campers created at the Dog

Days of Summer Camp this

past August.

For two weeks campers came
together to participate in
hands-on learning experiences
based on life-skills models.
Some of the highlightsin-
cluded “Pinky Does Picasso”
where the children, through the
work of Picasso, explored how
passion inspires action and
reflected on their own decision
making process; “Kids Can
Cook & Condition Clinic” where
campers observed how to make
tasty and healthy treats for fam-
ily and friends and learned how
to maintain alean and strong

body through regular exercise; a

trip to the Liberty Science Center

and the “ Goose Bumps: Science

of Fear” exhibit; and finally “The

Making of aMura” where the
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campers created alife size mural
that now graces the reception
area of MonmouthCares.

The camp was a wel come alter-
native for children who often
have nothing to do in the hot and
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Next fall, Brianne will start her
first semester in college. While
that's a proud day for any
young person, Briannein par-
ticular, has had to overcome a
number of struggles and has
repeatedly come face to face
with adversity in her journey to
where she istoday.

She has faced abandonment by
both parents. DY FS had
placed her in aloving foster
home, and then her father
wanted to have her back in his
life. Brianne returned to her
father, but her focus on goals
and her behaviors began to

change drastically. Thisis
about when MonmouthCares
and DY FS joined together to
support Briannaduring this
difficult time of adjustment.

Asthings were being pulled
together for her through her
Child and Family team and
Brianne's life was beginning to
make sense again, Brianne's
father, unable to meet his own
challenges, felt it necessary to
move on once again leaving
some very deep emotional and
traumatic wounds.

Eventually, through the team
planning, some counseling,

muggy weeks between the end of
traditional summer camp and the
beginning of school. Program
Liaison for Monmouth 4-H Ca-
res, Mariela Osorio, created the
program as away to keep kids
safe and away from the dangers
of the streets.

The camp isjust one small exam-
ple of how much Monmouth 4-H
Cares does to enrich the lives of
MonmouthCares kids. Founded
as an informal, practical and
educational program for youth
ages 5 to 18 through a coopera
tive agreement between 4-H and
MonmouthCares, Monmouth 4-H
Caresisall that and more. Its
learn-by-doing approach has
enabled many MonmouthCares
youths to devel op the knowledge,
attitudes and skills they need to
become competent, caring and
contributing citizens of the world.
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school involvement, and rela-
tionship developments, Brianne
took advantage of what these
new supports and experiences
had to offer her. Her own resil-
ience was taking hold and so
many things began to come
together for her.

Brianneis now very involved
in school related programs and
committees, sheisinvolved in
youth groups and doing speak-
ing engagements to help other
young girlsin similar situa-
tions. She hasjoined DYFS
and volunteer committees to
help other childrenidentify their
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godsand meet their dreams.

Her inner strength and self-
reliance was on display this sum-
mer when she participated in the
Dream Camps Programs spon-
sored by the Patane Foundation
(seerelated article in this newslet-
ter). Not only was the Wyoming
camp awonderful experience for
her, but she served as a positive
role model for the other girlson
thetrip. Brianne'sremarkable
transformation since her enroll-
ment with MonmouthCares and
the support of theteam and DYFS
has her moving onto bigger and

%

$: "
$ $ 35 +<
2 + :
#H OB 2 22
$ ='0 > > !
$ 3 + #

8

After participating in one program
through Monmouth 4-H Cares a
father reported that his son’s “ self-
esteem went through an amazing

change” and he became “more
confident, socia and outgoing.” A
mentor in another activity group
noted that one of her participants
“learned leadership skills and how
to beinvolved in group projects.”
The praise for the program goes on
with parents and mentors reporting
“better management of communi-
cation barriers’ and “180° turnsin
theright direction.”

Through the Monmouth 4-H Cares
Program MonmouthCares youth
are encouraged to participate in
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better things as she looks forward
to her college journey and her
graduating from MonmouthCares
in afew short months.

Sheis giving back as much as she
gained by dedicating her time and
energy to making things better for
kidsjust like herself. When she
becomes a member of the fresh-
man classin September 2009, she
will no doubt look back with pride
on how far she’'s come. We know
we do and we have received the
benefit of knowing and loving her.
You go Girl!

social and recreational activities

based in their areas of interest.

Children are welcomed to partici-

pate in art workshops and sports
clinics, engage in
community ser-
viceor learn
more about the
environment or
delve into animal
science. For
those benefiting
from a one-on-
one experience,
the program re-
cruits compas-

sionate individuals to guide and

nurture these children

while engaging in fun-

filled activities.

In aday and age where
youth often feel dien-
ated and ignored by the
adult world programs
like Monmouth 4-H
Cares help to inspire and
enrich the lives of Mon-
mouthCares kidsand in
turn the community in
which they live.
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Community membersinterested in

mentoring a child can contact
Mariela Osorio, Monmouth 4-H
Cares Program Liaison, at 732-

222-8008 ext. 129 or email moso-

rio@monmouthcmo.org.
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Help a MonmouthCares family become
more self-sufficient
take the full fair market value
as a tax deduction

Call the Family Lift Coordinator



The Patane Foundation, in conjunction with MonmouthCares, made
ten more dreams come true this summer. In August ten Monmouth-
Cares girls spent aweek

in Big Horn, Wyoming

exploring, learning and

creating all while getting

to know each other and

themselves. The experi-

ence was part of the

Dream Camps program,

started last summer with

Camp Woz, and the goal

was to excite the girls

about possibilitiesin

areas they may not have otherwise had the opportunity to experience

and encourage
themto inde-
pendently
explore things
that sparked
their interest.
The girls were
from diverse
backgrounds
and ranged in
age from 14 to
19.

Suzanne and
Paul Del

Rossi generously opened their home to the girls and the activities while
the Patane Foundation, MonmouthCares staff, local volunteers and
Camp Woz participants guided the girls while they spent the week

artistic skills discov-
ered at the camp.
Others have contin-
ued their culinary
education introduced
in Wyoming. And a
few have used the
experience to become
mentors for other
girls. For dl the camp
was the spring board

playing games, creating art projects,
cooking, learning about physical health
and emotional well being, exploring the
ranch, hiking, fishing and bonding. The
collaboration between the facilitators
and participants created a safe and
strong environment for the girlsto
thrivein. The girls connected with each
other and used the new found friend-
shipsto discover their own strengths.

Since the camp the girls have parlayed
these strengths into community connec-
tions. Some have begun honing their

for anew outlook, new attitude and new lease on life and what they

had to offer.

Three former Dream Campers worked with Jarrad Kritzstein, the

The Dream Camp
family reunited this
October to reflect on
their camp experi-
ences and reestablish
connections. Mon-
mouthCares plans to
continually follow up
with girls to see how
they’'re using the
camp as a catalyst for
change and ensure
they havethere-

documentarian responsible for the
film “Camp Woz - The Admirable
Lunacy of Philanthropy,” about the
first Dream Camp, to film the ex-
perience. A Dream Camp Wyo-
ming documentary isin production
and continues the life experience for
the first Dream Camp participants.

sources the need to keep the lessons they learned alive.
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Imagine giving birth prema-
turely to baby with cerebral
palsy. Now imagine you have
no way to get that baby to the
hospital or any of its frequent
medical appointments. For one
MonmouthCares mother this
dire situation was areadlity.

Bernadette, a single mother
without aworking car relied on
public transportation, friends and
family to take her to visit her
baby in the hospital daily. The
lack of a car prevented her from
working and contributing to her
perilous financia situation and
she was well aware that once her
baby was discharged she would
have no way of making it to all
of the medical appointments
necessary.

What Bernadette didn’t know
was how a community of gener-
ous strangers would work to-
gether to give her story a happy
ending.

After exhausting all avenues of
public and charitable assistance
available to address her transpor-
tation needs, Bernadette turned to
MonmouthCares and her care
manager put her on the Family
Lift waiting list for a car. For
several months she waited.

At the same time aresident of
Seabrook, the Tinton Falls con-
tinuing care retirement commu-
nity, decided it wastime to give
up driving. Having become
wheel chair-bound her car, 21998
Honda Accord, had sat unused on
the lot of Kay Honda. Rather
than sell the car, which only had
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40,000 miles on it, the Seabrook
resident decided it might be more
valuable to donate the car. She
contacted Kathy Maude, Family
Lift Project Manager at Mon-
mouthCares, who discussed with
her the benefits of donating a car
to be used by a needy family -
both the satisfaction of know that
the car would have anew life with
afamily in need, and also the
benefit of an income tax deduc-
tion of fair market value.

Upon hearing Bernadette' s story
the Seabrook resident was so
touched she arranged immediately
for the car to be cleaned out and
prepared for its new lifewith a
new family.

Although the Accord had alow
mileage it had been sitting unused
for so long some rust developed
and the Service Department at
Kay Honda estimated repairs
necessary to bring the car up to
sfe, reliable levels would be
approximately $2,000, well be-
yond Family Lift's repair budget.
After Kathy spoke with Ken Kal-
lok, Service Director at Kay
Honda and explained the desper-
ate situation that Bernadette was
in he graciously offered to per-
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form al necessary repairs at
no charge.

Kay Honda not only in-
stalled new brakes, new
tires, anew battery, replaced
the timing belt, did the tune-
up and the oil change and
detailed the car but many
working on the car did so on
their own time!

When the car was finaly pre-
sented to Bernadette Ken told
her to give him a call when
regularly scheduled oil changes
and tune-ups were due and they
would take care of everything.
Bernadette was visibly moved
by the generosity of Kay Honda
and through her tears kept say-
ing “I can't believe thisismy
car.”

MonmouthCares, and especially
Bernadette and her family, are
sincerely appreciative of the
generosity and exemplary com-
munity-spirit of our friends at
Kay Honda. And none of this
would have been possible were
it not for the invaluable contri-
bution of the car by the Sea-
brook resident. Thanksto rally-
ing of the community around
Bernadette she is now “behind
the wheel and on her feet.”

The Family Lift program grate-
fully accepts donations of used
cars with fewer than 150,000
miles that are currently running
and have passed inspection.
Donors are eligible for atax
deduction of full fair market
vaue. Call the Family Lift
Coordinator 732-222-8008



